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Dear Friends, 
 
Theresa Tracy Strive to Survive is a registered 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to 
increase survivability of pancreatic cancer through awareness of signs and symptoms of 
pancreatic cancer and advancement of cures through funding for research for early detection, 
testing, and treatment of pancreatic cancer. Our story begins with Theresa Tracy who lost her 
brief but courageous battle with pancreatic cancer at only 44 years of age in November of 2010. 
She was a loving wife, mother, and friend with a passion for life and a smile for all. A group of 
dedicated family and friends formed this all-volunteer organization in 2013 in memory of 
Theresa to bring awareness to one of the deadliest forms of cancer and our fight against it. 
 
We held our second annual Theresa Tracy Trot 4 mile run / 2 mile walk in downtown East 
Peoria, IL on November 1, 2014. This charitable event is held annually and will continue to be 
the driving force behind our success in raising awareness and funds in the fight against 
pancreatic cancer. We had 467 participants and over 100 volunteers. Thanks to the 
participants, sponsors, contributors, City of East Peoria, and volunteers, our event was very 
successful and raised over $34,000 in net proceeds. In keeping with the values of our mission, 
Theresa Tracy Strive to Survive split the proceeds and donated $17,044 each to both Illinois 
CancerCare Foundation and University of Illinois Foundation specific to the pancreatic clinical 
research being conducted by Dr. Christopher Gondi at the Illinois College of Medicine Peoria. 
The proceeds will provide valuable funding for clinical research, testing, and treatment of 
pancreatic cancer here in Central Illinois. 
 
With little to no advancement in the treatment of and cure for pancreatic cancer in the last 
forty years the time to take action is now. Your contributions, volunteerism, and participation 
continue making a difference today. We have now donated over $52,000 to date in the fight 
against pancreatic cancer. Our goal is to raise over $50,000 this next year alone and ask for your 
consideration in helping us achieve this goal. Thank you for being a part of our efforts and 
continued success! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John P. Kahl 
President  
Theresa Tracy Strive to Survive 
46-2478705 
 


